
“Just because I am a foster child, 
doesn’t mean I’ll quit on school.”

-C.H., 18 years old
 

“I was 100 credits behind, but with 
my counselor’s help, I was able to 

make them up and graduate on time.”
-M.D., 17 years old

 
“If the people I’ve met while in foster 
care like my teachers, counselors, and 
social workers didn’t see my potential 
and look past my label as a foster 
child, I really don’t know where I 

would be right now.”
-L.S., 17 years old

 

Los Angeles Unified School District
Student Health and Human Services 

Student Support Programs

http://achieve.lausd.net/studentsupportprograms

Los Angeles Unified School District
Student Support Programs 

Dr. Denise A. Miranda, Director
 (213) 241-3840

Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/LAUSDStudentSupportPrograms

Instagram
https://www.instagram.com/lausdssp/

Twitter
https://twitter.com/LAUSD_SSP

Administrative Coordinator
Erin Campbell, MSW, M.Ed. | emc5498@lausd.net

Headquarters Administration
Nicole Mitchell, Coordinator A-G | nkm2268@lausd.net

Traci Williams, Coordinator SSS | traci.williams@lausd.net
Zarmenee Helwani, Specialist | zarmenee.helwani@lausd.net

North Region
Sylvia Corral, Coordinator | scorra2@lausd.net

VACANT, Specialist

East Region
Elizabeth Guzman, Coordinator | exg9516@lausd.net

Sandra Lopez, Specialist | sel6736@lausd.net
VACANT, Specialist

South Region
Kristal Green, Coordinator | kristal.green@lausd.net

Maxine Salcido, Specialist | maxine.salcido@lausd.net
Sandra Lopez, Specialist | sel6736@lausd.net

West Region
Tamara Robinson, Coordinator |tamara.robinson@lausd.net 

Rene Bell Harbour, Specialist |rene.bell@lausd.net
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SSS Counselors  prov ide support  to
students  exper ienc ing homelessness .
LAUSD ident i f ies  s tudents  exper ienc ing
homelessness  v ia  the  Student  Hous ing
Quest ionnai re  (SHQ) .   SSS  Counselors ,
under  the  McKinney-Vento Homeless
Ass is tance Act ,  work  to  remove barr iers
to  academic success  for  homeless
students  and the i r  fami l ies  d is t r ic t-wide .
SSS  Counselors  prov ide bas ic  resources
for  ident i f ied students  exper ienc ing
homelessness  such as  backpacks ,  school
suppl ies ,  hygiene k i ts ,  t ransportat ion
ass is tance and emergency c loth ing .   

SPECIALIZED STUDENT
SERVICES (SSS)

We are a specialized program within
LAUSD Student Support Programs

STUDENTS EXPERIENCING 
HOMELESSNESS

The Specialized Student 
Services (SSS) Counselors 

provide local, integrated, and 
specialized support services 

for targeted student 
populations, including 
students in foster care, 

experiencing homelessness, 
and/or involved in the 
juvenile justice system.

Identify and address barriers to 
educational achievement.
Advocate for educational rights including 
immediate school enrollment, ensuring 
school of origin rights, and timely transfer 
of school records.
Link to resources that assist with 
identified needs, including 
transportation, food and housing.

Increase attendance rates and school 
engagement.
Increase academic achievement and 
graduation rates.
Increase school stability.

Advocacy and Case Management Services

Objectives

PURPOSE

The SSS program is  dedicated to  enhance
the educat ional  outcomes of  s tudents
involved in  the  foster  care  system (e .g . ,
l i v ing wi th :  parent ,  re lat ive  caregivers ,
foster  parents ,  s tudents  wi th  DCFS
voluntary  p lacement  agreements ,  or
dependent  of  the  court  o f  a  t r iba l
organizat ions) .  The SSS  Counselors
advocate  for  the  educat ional  r ights  of
students  in  foster  care ,  as  wel l  as  prov ide
consul tat ion and t ra in ing to  D is t r ic t  and
school  s taf f ,  community  agencies ,  and
caregivers  on issues  and leg is lat ion
speci f ic  to  s tudents  in  foster  care .

STUDENTS INVOLVED IN THE 
JUVENILE JUSTICE SYSTEM

STUDENTS IN THE FOSTER 
CARE SYSTEM

LAUSD co l laborates  wi th  the  Los  Angeles
County  Of f ice  of  Educat ion (LACOE)  and
the Los  Angeles  County  Probat ion
Department  to  ensure  that  protocols  and
procedures  are  in  p lace to  establ ish
ear ly  ident i f icat ion ,  support  appropr iate
placement  upon re-entry  into  the  D is t r ic t ,
as  wel l  as  prov ide af tercare  case
management  serv ices  for  ident i f ied 
 LAUSD students  who come in  contact
wi th  the  Los  Angeles  County ’s  Juveni le
Just ice  System.  Wi th  the  support  o f
p lacement  counselors  and court  l ia isons ,
SSS  counselors  fac i l i tate  re-enro l lment
and successfu l  t rans i t ion  into  LAUSD
schools .

DESCRIPTION


